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Classical music: 
a shared language 
in Geneva
In the heart of International Geneva, classical 
music becomes a shared language, uniting 
generations, cultures and communities 

he Ensemble Symphonique 
de Genève (ESG) brings people 
of all ages, cultures, and 
backgrounds together, united 

by a simple belief: classical music is 
a living language of listening, discipline, 
tolerance, and shared emotion.

Geneva is often described as a city 
of dialogue. Within its international 
organizations, diplomatic community, 
and cultural institutions, people from 
every continent come together to 
exchange ideas and work toward common 
goals. Yet dialogue extends far beyond 
conference rooms. It can be found in the 
silence before a concert begins, in the 
attention musicians give one another, 
and in the emotions shared by an 
audience without the need for words.

This spirit defines the Ensemble 
Symphonique de Genève. Based in 
Geneva, the ESG is a flexible professional 
ensemble that performs in both chamber 
groups and full symphony orchestra 
formations. Its mission is to deliver 
concerts that are both accessible and 
deeply connected to the city’s cultural life.

Classical music is sometimes viewed 
as a relic of the past. The ESG sees it 
differently. For us, it is a living art 
form. A symphony, concerto, or chamber 
work may have been written centuries 
ago, yet it continues to resonate with 
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contemporary audiences because 
it speaks to human emotions 
such as joy, grief and hope.

Music also reflects values that resonate 
strongly with Geneva itself. Performing 
together requires musicians to listen 
before they lead. They must respect a 
shared tempo, respond to different voices, 
embrace nuance, and place individual 
excellence in service of a collective 
achievement. Every performance is built 

© ENSEMBLE SYMPHONIQUE DE GENÈVE



29UN TODAY

Ensemble 
Symphonique 
de Genève

© ENSEMBLE SYMPHONIQUE DE GENÈVE

on years of patient work, shaped by study, 
discipline, humility, and perseverance.

For this reason, the transmission of 
knowledge lies at the heart of the ESG’s 
mission. Under the artistic direction of 
Sergey Ostrovsky, former Concertmaster 
of the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and 
Professor at the Haute école de musique, 
the Ensemble brings together established 
professionals and emerging musicians. 
This exchange between generations is 
more than symbolic. It is woven into 
the creative process itself. Young artists 
contribute energy and curiosity, while 
experienced musicians bring precision, 
insight, and artistic depth.

In this sense, an orchestra also serves as 
a model of cooperation. Every musician 
has an individual voice, yet no single 
voice can define the whole. The success 
of a performance depends on each person 

contributing to something greater 
than themselves. In an international 
city like Geneva, this idea has 
particular significance.

The ESG has already begun building 
meaningful connections with Geneva’s 
international community. In May 2026, 
a chamber ensemble performed at 
the Diplomatic Club of Geneva’s 50th 
anniversary celebration, held during the 
Club’s General Assembly at the Domaine 
du Grand Malagny. The event perfectly 
reflected the Ensemble’s mission of 
bringing classical music into places 
where Geneva’s local and international 
communities come together.

This relationship goes beyond prestige. 
It reflects the conviction that culture 
plays an essential role in a city that 
welcomes people from so many different 
backgrounds. For diplomats, international 
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civil servants, newly arrived families, 
students, longtime residents, and music 
lovers alike, concerts offer opportunities 
for discovery, connection, and belonging. 
They provide another way to experience 
Geneva, not only through its institutions 
but also through shared attention, 
understanding, and emotion.

Every ESG concert is shaped by this vision. 
Whether performing in the intimate setting 
of the Salle Franz Liszt or the grandeur 
of Victoria Hall, we strive to make each 
performance a vibrant, living experience 
rather than a formal ritual. The goal is not 
to make classical music less demanding, 
but to make its emotional power and 
artistic richness more accessible.

The new season opens on 1 October, 2026, 
at Victoria Hall, one of Geneva’s most 
iconic concert venues. For this first major 
performance of the season, the ESG will appear 
in full symphonic formation and welcome 
the 19-year-old cellist Arne Zeller as soloist.

This opening concert embodies the 
values that define the ESG: artistic 
excellence, the transmission of 
knowledge, trust between generations, 
and a commitment to sharing classical 
music with our audience. It also extends 
an invitation to Geneva’s international 
community to discover an ensemble 
that is steeped in history and prestige.

At a time when societies are often 
divided by language, origin, opinion, 
and generation, music offers a rare 
space where people can sit together 
and truly listen. For the ESG, this 
is more than an inspiring ideal. 
It is a daily practice, sustained 
by discipline, mutual respect, and 
a shared commitment to excellence. n
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Chillon Castle
Avenue de Chillon 21
CH – 1820 Veytaux, Switzerland
Information : chillon.ch 
info@chillon.ch 
+41 21 966 89 10
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ONE OF EUROPE’S
MOST FASCINATING 
CASTLE LOCATED IN 
AN EXCEPTIONAL 
NATURAL SETTING, 
ON THE SHORES OF 
LAKE GENEVA RIGHT 
AT THE FOOT OF 
THE MOUNTAINS.

#chateauchillon  
#chillon 


