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La Cité Bleue: a stage 
open to the world
In Geneva, La Cité Bleue turns international 
dialogue into an artistic experience shaped 
by emotion, imagination, and vibrancy

ocated on the University of 
Geneva’s Champel campus, La 
Cité Bleue has transformed a 
former industrial building into 

one of the city’s most distinctive cultural 
destinations. Part performance venue, 
part creative hub, and part community 
gathering place, it welcomes artists and 
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audiences from around the world, 
all while playing a unique role 
in Geneva’s cultural life.

Since reopening after an extensive 
renovation, La Cité Bleue has established 
a clear identity. The venue pairs 
ambitious artistic programming with a 
welcoming atmosphere, creating a place 
where culture becomes an opportunity for 
conversation, discovery, and connection.

Semâ 2025 
at La Cité Bleue
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Cappella 
Mediterranea 
at La Cité Bleue
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That vision reflects the work of its 
artistic director, Swiss-Argentine 
conductor and harpsichordist Leonardo 
García-Alarcón. Born in Argentina and 
based in Switzerland for many years, 
García-Alarcón has become one of the 
leading figures in the international 
revival of Baroque music. As founder 
of Cappella Mediterranea, a frequent 
guest at Europe’s leading opera houses 
and festivals, and a recent International 
Classical Music Awards Artist of the 
Year, he is known for bringing together 
musical traditions, repertories, and 
cultures with remarkable creativity.

Throughout his career, García-Alarcón 
has championed a deeply human 
approach to music. For him, music 
creates connections across cultures, 
links the past with the present, and 
brings people together through shared 
experience. That philosophy shapes every 
aspect of La Cité Bleue. Artistic excellence 

goes hand in hand with openness, 
curiosity, and accessibility.

Music remains at the center of the venue’s 
identity, while theater, dance, film, 
exhibitions, contemporary performance, 
and public conversations expand the 
artistic experience. Rather than existing 
as separate disciplines, they intersect 
in ways that encourage audiences to 
discover new ideas and perspectives.

Throughout the year, La Cité Bleue 
presents opera, concerts, film screenings, 
interdisciplinary performances, and 
conversations with artists. The 2026-2027 
season reflects this approach. Baroque 
opera appears alongside contemporary 
music, musical theater, immersive 
concerts, family programming, workshops, 
and cross-disciplinary collaborations. 
Internationally acclaimed artists perform 
with emerging voices, while the season 
draws inspiration from Europe, Latin 
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America, the Mediterranean, and Asia. 
In addition to presenting productions 
from around the world, La Cité Bleue 
is expanding its role as a co-producer 
and developing an increasing 
number of original productions.

This diversity is more than a 
programming philosophy. It reflects the 
belief that both historical masterpieces 
and contemporary works can help us 
better understand today’s world by 
creating shared experiences that often 
communicate more than words alone.

The building itself reinforces that sense 
of connection. Its octagonal auditorium 
creates an unusual level of intimacy 
between performers and audiences. The 
venue is also equipped with Constellation, 
an immersive sound system found 
nowhere else in Switzerland, allowing 
the acoustics to be reshaped with 
exceptional precision. Whether hosting 
an intimate recital or a large-scale 
opera, the space adapts effortlessly while 
giving artists new creative possibilities.

That welcoming atmosphere extends 
beyond the stage. Before performances 
and after concerts, artists and audiences 
gather at the Blue Note Café, where 
students, neighborhood residents, 
longtime patrons, and first-time visitors 
naturally strike up conversations over 
a drink and an empanada. In a city 
often associated with international 

organizations, this relaxed sense 
of community has become one of 
La Cité Bleue’s defining characteristics.

The venue also maintains a strong 
commitment to education and community 
engagement. Workshops, educational 
programs, and partnerships with 
schools and community organizations 
help introduce new audiences to the 
performing arts and make the venue 
accessible to people who may never 
have considered attending a concert 
or theatrical performance.

More than a performing arts venue, 
La Cité Bleue represents a broader vision 
of what a cultural institution can be. 
It is a place where meaningful 
connections grow out of shared artistic 
experiences, where different cultures 
and ideas meet naturally, and where 
audiences are invited to slow down, 
listen closely, and experience the 
world from a fresh perspective.

People come to La Cité Bleue not only 
for the performances but also for the 
atmosphere. Intimate, welcoming, and 
deeply engaging, it offers a distinctive 
way to experience culture in Geneva. n
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La Cité Bleue: 
a world full of 
creativity and 

surprises

From the shores of Lake Geneva to the ridgelines of the Vaud  
Jura, the Nyon region unfolds beautifully at cycling pace, for every 
level of rider. Between Coppet, Nyon and Rolle, every ride delivers 
a genuine sense of escape.

Whether you’re grinding up to the Jura on a mountain bike, gliding 
through the vineyards on an e-bike, or rolling along the lakeshore 
with the family — the region offers an extraordinary variety of  
marked routes threading through vineyards, forests, and villages. 

Here is our selection of essential itineraries, and the best places  
to rent a bicycle and stop along the way.

Our favourite itineraries

1 « Tour des Musées à vélo » – Culture at cycling pace  
A multi-day tour linking the region’s finest museums via quiet side 
streets and lakeside paths. Don’t forget to get the Pass Musées !

2 VTT 994 St-Cergue village 
This medium loop circuit starts from St-Cergue and leads through  
woods and pastures to la Givrine, passing through the Vaud Jura 
Regional Nature Parc. 

3 « Entre le vignoble de la Côte et le pied du Jura » – Gravel Tour 
Seventy-two kilometres of gravel through the heart of La Côte’s 
vineyards, passing the elegant Château de Prangins before looping 
back to Nyon — a ride that earns its finish.

4 VTT 993 La Barillette  
For the ambitious and expats mountain biker – a challenging route  
to the viewpoint at the summit of La Barillette, through dense 
forest and across open ridges.

Places Not to Miss Along the Way

The Region’s Museums
Several fine museums are easily reached  
by bicycle — collect the dedicated cycling map  
at the tourist office for the full route linking them.

La Maison des Vins, Mont-sur-Rolle
The definitive introduction to the wines of  
La Côte — pause here after riding through  
the very vineyards that produced them.  
Tastings, discovery, and a sense of place  
in one handsome setting.

Restaurants in St-Cergue
The climb deserves a proper reward.  
St-Cergue’s welcoming tables offer typical  
Jura fare — raclette, fondue, and the quiet  
satisfaction of a meal earned on the road.

Mountain Dairy & Local Flavours 
The mountain huts around St-Cergue bring  
you face to face with the flavours of the Jura  
— fresh cheese, mountain butter, and products  
as local as it gets.

Cycling La Côte:  
A Region Revealed on Two Wheels

Guided ride & rent a bike in the region

Our partners offer guided rides for every level — from 
gentle e-bike excursions through the vineyards to 
demanding mountain trails with experienced local 
guides. Whatever your fitness, there is a ride here 
with your name on it.

Find out more about the routes and 
 guided ride here: lacote-tourisme.ch


