
ACTIVITY REPORT

2025



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Message from the President

2025 at a glance

Key events 2025

Other events 2025

Members’ Area

Initiatives and media

Executive Committee

Honorary Committee

Operational Team

Acknowledgements

3

4

6

7

11

12

13

14

14

15



Dear Members,

The past year has con�rmed a 
troubling trend: the multilateral 
system is going through a 
period of major turbulence. The 
balances that once structured the 
international order are weakening 
under the combined e�ect of 
protracted con�icts, the return 
of power politics, and growing 
fragmentation. A sense of collective 
loss of control is taking hold, fueling 
uncertainty and mistrust. In this 
context, International Geneva is 
questioning its role, its future, and 
the conditions for adapting to a 
profoundly transformed world.

And yet, its importance has never 
been more evident.

In a fragmented world, places of 
trust, neutrality, and mediation are 
more necessary than ever. Through 
the unique concentration of actors 
it brings together, Geneva remains 
a rare ecosystem, grounded in 
stability, legal certainty, and a 
culture of dialogue. It remains an 
essential point of convergence, 
provided that this asset is not 
regarded as immutable.

Reinventing International Geneva 
today requires the development 
of more agile formats for dialogue, 
the full integration of technological 
issues, and stronger partnerships 
among public, private, academic, 
and philanthropic actors. Only 
under these conditions will Geneva 
be able to continue playing a 
leading role in the search for 
concrete solutions to contemporary 
crises.

The Diplomatic Club of Geneva 
intends to contribute actively to this 
e�ort. More than a meeting place, 
it is a catalyst for dialogue and 
trust among actors who too often 
operate in silos. At a time when the 
formal channels of multilateralism 
are faltering, these informal spaces 
are taking on growing strategic 
importance.

With the support of the Fondation 
pour Genève, the Club organized 
around twenty high-level events 
in 2025. With more than 900 
members, it has established itself 
as a key actor in international 
dialogue.

In 2026, as we celebrate our 
50th anniversary, that in�uence 
must also become a mission: to 
strengthen our contribution to 
Geneva’s evolving role by fully 
anchoring it in the new dynamics 
of multilateralism.

The Committee wishes to express 
its gratitude to all those who 
make this commitment possible, in 
particular our Secretary General, 
Alizée Ehrnrooth, and her team.

At a time when familiar reference 
points are becoming blurred, your 
loyalty and commitment are more 
than ever a source of collective 
strength.

Raymond Loretan

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
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2025 AT A GLANCE
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Events

21
events

1,700
participants

76
speakers

50%
female speakers

24
partners

Members

925
members

1/3
diplomats

2/3
others
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Distribution of members by sectors of activity

Diplomatic and Consular Corps

International Organizations

NGOs

Academia

Public Authorities

Swiss and Geneva Institutions / Associations

Private Sector

International Geneva Personalities

Others

925
Members

3%

22%

12%

9%

7%9%

14%

21%

3%

19
places
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Members’ Area

6
partner o�ers

LinkedIn

website

4,926
followers
(+1’916)

67
publications

30k
pageviews

6,900
unique visitors

Statistics

Initiatives

2
initiatives

2
medias

Medias
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KEY EVENTS 2025

Diplomatic New Year
To kick o� the celebrations marking the 160th anniversary 
of the International Telecommunication Union, the 
Diplomatic Club of Geneva had the pleasure of organizing 
its traditional New Year reception at ITU headquarters, 
a symbol of international cooperation working toward 
an inclusive and sustainable digital future. The event 
provided an opportunity to get together and share a 
convivial moment while rea�rming the importance of 
multilateralism and International Geneva.

Luncheon-debate with Lech Wa��sa
On the occasion of an exclusive luncheon-debate, Lech 
Wa��sa, former President of Poland and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, spoke on the theme “From Solidarity to 
Democracy – A Vision for Peace.” A leading �gure in the 
struggle for democracy in Eastern Europe and founder of 
Solidarno��, he shared his remarkable journey, highlighting 
his role in Poland’s peaceful transition and his renewed 
vision for freedom, peace, and human rights.

General Assembly with Filippo Grandi
On the occasion of its General Assembly, the Diplomatic 
Club invited its members to an evening with Filippo 
Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
The event highlighted current humanitarian challenges 
and the importance of strengthened international action. 
Filippo Grandi captivated the audience with an inspiring 
speech, reminding them of the essential role of solidarity 
and innovative solutions in responding to global crises.

28
January

9
April

3
July
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OTHER EVENTS 2025

22
January

Conference by Clare O’Dea

Visit to the Société de Lecture, 
followed by a lecture by journalist 
Clare O’Dea on her book “The 
Naked Swiss: A Nation Behind 10 
Myths”.
Partner: Société de Lecture

31
January

7

5
February

Decoding the Future of Diplomacy

A workshop designed for diplomats, 
“Decoding the Future of Diplomacy: 
How AI is transforming the 
Landscape of Diplomacy?” with 
Jérôme Duberry, Executive Director 
of the Geneva Graduate Institute’s 
Tech Hub. 
Partner: Geneva Graduate Institute

5
March

Luncheon-debate with Ambassador 
Yvette Stevens

Luncheon-debate with Ambassador 
Yvette Stevens, former Permanent 
Representative of Sierra Leone to 
the UNOG, on her book “Breaking 
Open Barriers”, on the occasion of 
International Women’s Day.
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Luncheon-debate with Jean-Yves Le 
Drian

Luncheon-debate with Jean-Yves 
Le Drian, President Emmanuel 
Macron’s personal envoy for 
Lebanon and former French 
Minister of Foreign A�airs (2017-
2022), on the topic “Un nouveau 
Moyen-Orient”.
Partner: Société des membres de la Légion 

d’honneur, Section suisse
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Visit to EPFL

Private visit to the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne 
(EPFL) including its centers 
and laboratories, followed by an 
exclusive meeting with Prof. Anna 
Fontcuberta i Morral, President of 
EPFL. 
Partner: EPFL

Decoding International Risks and 
Security

Diplomacy workshop: “Decoding 
International Risks and Security,” 
insights from Sara Hellmüller of the 
Center on Con�ict, Development 
and Peacebuilding, and Jean-Marc 
Rickli of the Geneva Center for 
Security Policy. 
Partner: Geneva Graduate Institute

DIPLOMATIC CLUB OF GENEVA – ACTIVITY REPORT 2025

Exclusive dialogue with Fabiola 
Gianotti

Exclusive dialogue with Fabiola 
Gianotti, Director-General of 
CERN, on the topic “CERN: Serving 
Science and Society,” followed by a 
cocktail reception and an optional 
visit to the Science Gateway. 
Partner: CERN

18
March

Perception Change Award Ceremony

4th edition of the Perception 
Change Award, held in the presence 
of Tatiana Valovaya, Director-
General of the UNOG, during the 
Visions du Réel Film Festival. 
Partners: Visions du Réel, Perception 

Change project of the UNOG, Lagardère 

9
April

Concert “OUR HOME”

Invitation to a concert by the 
Orchestre des Nations held on the 
occasion of World Environment 
Day, in the presence of Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand and Axelle Saint-
Cirel. The concert was followed by 
a private reception at Victoria Hall.
Partner: Orchestre des Nations

30
April

13
May

5
June

Saignelégier National Horse 
Market-Competition

Invitation to the 120th edition of 
the Saignelégier National Horse 
Market-Competition, honoring the 
Canton of Geneva.
Partner: State of Geneva

10
August
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Geneva Welcome Day

Meeting day between ambassadors 
and heads of international 
organizations recently arrived in 
Geneva, the host State authorities, 
and the welcome services of 
International Geneva, at the Palais 
Eynard.
Partners: CAGI, Swiss and Geneva 

authorities, International Circle of the 

Fondation pour Genève

Ensuring Access to Reliable 
Information

On the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of the Fondation 
Hirondelle, discussion on “Ensuring 
Access to Reliable Information: 
Lessons from High-Risk Contexts”, 
at the ICRC Restaurant.
Partners: Fondation Hirondelle, ICRC 

Alumni
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Pioneering Health Solutions

Visit to the Genolier Innovation 
Hub, followed by a roundtable 
on “Pioneering Health Solutions: 
Innovation for Global Challenges,” 
with Anna Gräbner, CEO of GIH, 
Ilona Kickbusch, Founder of the 
Global Health Centre, Esthelle le 
Gallic de Kerizouët, Director of 
VIVA Health Switzerland, and Anil 
Soni, CEO of WHO Foundation.
Partner: Genolier Innovation Hub

20
August

2
September

25
September

Water Diplomacy

Roundtable on “Water Diplomacy: 
A Catalyst for Multilateralism” 
with the Ambassador of the 
United Arab Emirates, Tatiana 
Molcean, Executive Secretary of 
UNECE, Karen Wilson, Founder 
of GV Partners, and Mark Zeitoun, 
Director-General of Geneva Water 
Hub, moderated by Danilo Türk, 
Former President of Slovenia.
Partner: Geneva Water Hub

9
October



10

Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève

Exclusive exhibition of the 90 
watches nominated for the 
2025 edition of the Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève, hosted 
at the Musée d’Art et d’Histoire.
Partner: Foundation of the Grand Prix 

d’Horlogerie de Genève

75th anniversary of the WMO

Commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the WMO featuring 
a keynote address given by the 
Secretary-General Celeste Saulo, 
followed by a panel discussion with 
Patrick Odier and the Ambassadors 
of Switzerland, France, Brazil, 
South Africa and Barbados, and 
concluding with a cocktail reception. 
Partner: WMO
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Exclusive dialogue with Enrico Letta

An exclusive dialogue with Enrico 
Letta, former Prime Minister of Italy 
and President of the Diplomatic 
Forum of GESDA, followed by 
a signing of his book “Des idées 
nouvelles pour l’Europe” and a 
reception at the InterContinental 
Hotel. 
Partner: GESDA

Discovery of the Giga Connectivity 
Centre
Discovery of the Giga Connectivity 
Centre at Campus Biotech, with a 
live connection to a classroom at a 
school in Barbados, on the occasion 
of the closing evening of the 160th 
anniversary of the ITU.
Partners: ITU, Giga

13
October

11
November

27
November

8
December
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MEMBERS’ AREA

What’s new in 2025

Members of the Diplomatic Club have access to a dedicated members’ area where they can consult 
cultural partners’ o�ers, register for events, and access the membership directory. The platform also 
includes a Wall where members can share posts or announce events organized by their institution, 
thereby fostering exchanges within the Club’s community.

In 2025, the Club strengthened its cultural o�ering with the addition of a new partner: La Cité Bleue 
Genève, whose musical and artistic programme further enriches the opportunities available to members.

DIPLOMATIC CLUB OF GENEVA – ACTIVITY REPORT 2025
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INITIATIVES AND MEDIA
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International Gender Champions

Since January 2020, the Diplomatic Club has been a member of the 
International Gender Champions initiative, rea�rming its commitment 
to gender equality. In 2025, out of 76 speakers, 38 were women thus 
reaching gender parity, re�ecting its e�orts towards a more inclusive 
representation in its events.
Discover our commitments

2050Today

Since May 2021, the Diplomatic Club has been a member of the 
2050Today initiative, committing to achieving carbon neutrality by 
2050. Each year, the Club o�sets its carbon footprint by supporting a 
local environmental project. Since 2024, the Club has two beehives in 
Satigny, in collaboration with the Apidae association, thereby contributing 
to the preservation of bees and biodiversity. Jars of honey are o�ered to 
speakers at the Club’s events.
Discover our initiatives

Since April 2025, the Diplomatic Club has been collaborating with UN 
Today, the o�cial magazine of international civil servants, through the 
column “Explore Geneva.” Each month, a Club member is invited to 
present a project or institution from local Geneva that is little known to 
the UN community. In 2025, �ve articles were published, highlighting the 
richness of Geneva’s local landscape.
Discover our articles

UN Today

AGEFI

Since January 2024, the Diplomatic Club has been collaborating 
with AGEFI through the column “Chronique du Club Diplomatique de 
Genève.” Each month, a member of the Club is invited to share their 
views on a current issue related to International Geneva. In 2025, ten 
articles were published, contributing to the public debate, strengthening 
the visibility of International Geneva, and highlighting the expertise of 
the Club’s members.
Discover our articles
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Swiss Confederation
Danielle Werthmüller
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of 
Switzerland to the UNOG

Republic and Canton of Geneva
Olivier Coutau
Delegate to International Geneva
(until 15 September)

Beatrice Ferrari
Director, International A�airs
(from 15 September)

City of Geneva
Pascal Rapillard 
Head, External Relations and 
Communication O�ce

Diplomatic Missions
*Kadra Ahmed Hassan
Ambassador, Permanent
Representative of Djibouti to the
UNOG

Paul Bekkers
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of the 
Netherlands to the UNOG
(until 15 September)

Francisca E. Méndez Escobar
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of Mexico to the 
UNOG

Yuri Sterk
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of Bulgaria to the 
UNOG
(until 15 September)

Ram Prasad Subedi
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of Nepal to the 
UNOG

Consular Corps
Robert Zoells
Honorary Consul General of 
Austria

International Organizations
Lidiya Grigoreva
Che�e de Cabinet of the 
Director-General, UNOG

*Charlotte Warakaulle
Director for International
Relations, CERN

NGO
Corinne Momal-Vanian 
Executive Director, Ko� Annan 
Foundation

Academia
Stéphane Berthet
Vice Rector, University of Geneva

Marie-Laure Salles
Director, Geneva Graduate 
Institute

Economic Institutions
Larissa Robinson
Secretary-General, Groupement 
des Entreprises Multinationales

*Vincent Subilia
Director-General, Geneva
Chamber of Commerce, Industry
and Services

Structures of International Geneva
Tatjana Darani
Secretary-General, Association 
des Amis de la Fondation pour 
Genève

Fabrice Eggly
Director of the Fondation pour 
Genève
(from 3 July)

Marc Pictet
President of the Fondation pour 
Genève

Beatrice Roetheli-Mariotti
Co-President, International Circle 
of the Fondation pour Genève

Yannick Roulin
Ambassador, Director of the 
International Geneva Welcome 
Centre

Independant Members
*David Chikvaidze
Former senior o�cial of the
United Nations

Raymond Loretan
Former Ambassador of 
Switzerland, President of the 
Diplomatic Club

Georges Gard
President, GP Fiduciaire SA, 
Treasurer of the Diplomatic Club

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

(* Vice-Presidency)
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United Nations O�ce at Geneva
Tatiana Valovaya
Director-General

Swiss Confederation
Jürg Lauber
Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of Switzerland to 
the UNOG

Republic and Canton of Geneva
Nathalie Fontanet
State Councillor

City of Geneva
Alfonso Gomez
Mayor

Fondation pour Genève
Marc Pictet
President

Ad personam
Philippe Burrin
Former Director of the Geneva 
Graduate Institute

Ruth Dreifuss
Former President of the Swiss 
Confederation

Yves Flückiger
President of the Swiss Academies 
of Arts and Sciences

Dominique Föllmi
Former President of the Council 
of State of Geneva, Former 
President of the Diplomatic Club

Alain Frank
Founder and former President of 
the Diplomatic Club of Geneva

Fabiola Gianotti
Director-General of CERN

Filippo Grandi
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees

Peter Maurer
Former President of ICRC

Michel Mayor
2019 Nobel Prize in physics

Michael Møller
Former Director-General of the 
UNOG

François Nordmann
Former Ambassador of 
Switzerland, Former President of 
the Diplomatic Club

Ivan Pictet
President of the Portail des 
Nations

HONORARY COMMITTEE

Raymond Loretan
President

Alizée Ehrnrooth
Secretary-General

Eponine Dapoigny
Project O�cer

OPERATIONAL TEAM
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many thanks to the Fondation pour 
Genève and its circle of donors for 
their precious support.

Companies
ACE & Company SA
Bordier & Cie SCmA
Gonet & Cie
Lalive SA
Lenz & Staehelin
Litasco SA
Lombard Odier & Cie SA
LS Travel Retail International SA
Microsoft
Mirabaud & Cie SA
MKS (Switzerland) SA
MSC Mediterranean Shipping 
Company SA
Pictet & Cie Group SCA
Pilet & Renaud SA
Procter & Gamble Europe SA
Reyl & Cie SA
Richemont International SA
Rolex SA
SOCAR Trading
UBS Switzerland AG
Union Bancaire Privée (UBP)

Institutions
École Internationale de Genève
Fédération des Entreprises 
Romandes Genève
Groupement des Entreprises 
Multinationales
Loterie Romande
Services industriels de Genève

Foundations
Fondation Ancrage
Fondation Esse Quam Videri
Fondation du Domaine de Villette
Fondation Proton

Patrons
Françoise Demole
Cem Elmastas
Brigitte Lescure
Yves Mirabaud 
Yves Oltramare
Charles Pictet
Ivan Pictet
Christophe Salmon
Adam Said
Guy et Pierrette Waldvogel

as well as other donors who wish 
to remain anonymous.

Many thanks also to the members 
of the Diplomatic Club!
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